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Proposed Changes Explanation 



  

  

 
   

  
  

 

 

Fire Assessments – 
Proposed Changes Explanation 

 The County conducted the last fire assessment in 
2005 and has held these rates constant for 8 
years. In 2014, the fire assessment will change. 
Even if the budget for the Fire Department would 
remain the same, the rates will change due to 
legal mandates. 



  

  

  
 

   
 

  
   

 

Fire Assessments – 
Proposed Changes Explanation 

 By law, the cost of Fire Services is assessed 
according to availability of the services by 
property class. These classes are broken down 
into five land use categories, Residential, 
Commercial, Industrial/Warehouse, Institutional 
and Land. Prior to 2005, 49.3 % of calls for 
service were generated for residential property. 
Today we experience a 71.6% by the residential 
land uses category. 
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Fire Assessments – 
Proposed Changes Explanation 

 Based on these distributions and the “Fair and Reasonable 
Apportionment” requirements, today’s adopted rates ( with the same 
budget) will change as follows: 



  

  

 

  
 

 

  

Fire Assessments – 
Proposed Changes Explanation 

 Because the County has kept the fire assessment 
rates constant for 8 years, these rates do not 
capture all of the cost of providing fire services. 
When the additional costs for communications, 
dispatch, equipment depreciation, interest on the 
Fire Department debt and administrative 
oversight are included in the assessment the 
rates will change as follows: 



 



  

   

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

Fire Assessments – 
Proposed Changes Explanation 

 At this point, it is important to understand what is the 
ISO and how the ISO impacts the cost of providing 
fire services. Property insurance rates are often 
based on a risk assessment by ISO, (Insurance 
Services Organization). After 30 years, ISO has 
changed how fire departments are graded. Columbia 
County has been notified that it is scheduled for an 
ISO visit and inspection in January, 2014. Columbia 
County will be one of the first Fire Departments 
inspected for compliance with the new standards. 



  

  

 
 

  

 
 

 

Fire Assessments – 
Proposed Changes Explanation 

 The County hired a consultant to review the new 
standards and their impact on Columbia County. 
Based on his recommendations, in order to meet 
the new ISO standards, the budget for fire 
services would increase. The next table shows 
the impact of complying with the ISO 
requirements. 

For more information, please see the National Fire Services ISO 
Study 



 



  

  

   
 

   
  

 
  

  
    

   

Fire Assessments – 
Proposed Changes Explanation 

 Is it necessary to implement the changes needed 
to meet the new ISO standards? No. However, 
failure to meet the standards will result in a 
change or loss of your ISO Protection Class and 
a possible increase in your insurance premiums. 
Columbia County currently has a 5/9 protection 
class rating while the Town of Ft White has a 4/9 
rating. If the ISO standards are not met, the 
protection class would fall to a 10. 



  

  

  
  

  
 

    
   

 
 

   

Fire Assessments – 
Proposed Changes Explanation 

 Based on discussions with local insurance agents, 
we believe the increase in your insurance cost will 
exceed the increased fire assessment rates. For 
example, a frame home with a protection class of 9 
and a six month premium of $940 would see an 
increased six month premium of $1175 at a 
protection class of 10. The next table provides some 
additional examples of the impact of the ISO 
protection class ratings on insurance rates. 



  

  

     
  

Fire Assessments – 
Proposed Changes Explanation 

** This is a sample of potential savings. We recommend that you contact your 
insurance agent to see the impact for your home. 



 

  

 

 
 

ASK YOUR AGENT… 

What will happen to my 

Insurance premium if the 

County’s ISO rating 
increases to a PC 10? 



  

  

  
  

 
  

  

  

Fire Assessments – 
Proposed Changes Explanation 

 Finally, the County can further enhance fire 
service coverage with an $11 annual impact to 
the assessment. Columbia County is working with 
High Springs and Union County to provide 
additional fire protection at a limited cost. A new 
fire station north of Interstate 10 will drastically 
reduce the current 20 minute backup response 
time and provide support for the fire Stations in 
Deep Creek and Suwannee Valley. 
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Fire Assessments – 
Proposed Changes Explanation 

 With the adoption of all recommendations; the 
county’s fire coverage area would increase from 
its current 80% coverage area to 90% of the 
unincorporated County. With these 
improvements, an additional 2,854 properties will 
begin to receive the Protection Class 5/9 as the 5 
mile response districts of a fire station will be 
extended. 



 

  
  

  

    
    

  

   
 

  

 

  
   

 

 

The Fire Assessment Proposal 

Summary: 

1) The legal mandate for a fair and reasonable apportionment 
requires the rates to increase even without budget changes; 

2) Costs have risen over the 8 years the assessment has been held 
constant and the new assessment needs to include these costs; 

3) The changes to meet new ISO standards are believed to 
increase the assessment less than the increases to your 
insurance premiums; and 

4) Enhancements to fire service coverage for $11 annually provid 
better coverage and include more property owners under the 
ISO protection class. 


